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HURRICANE HUNTER RESEARCH AIRCRAFT 
OPEN TO PUBLIC SATURDAY 
 
 
A NOAA "hurricane hunter" aircraft that has been participating in research on Pacific winter 
storms will be open to the public from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday Feb. 24 at the Million Air-
Monterey Airport facilities. 
 
Media are invited to attend an advance briefing at 11:30 a.m. in the Million Air hangar. 
 
The specially instrumented airplane, which normally flies into hurricanes in the Atlantic and Gulf 
of Mexico, began conducting research flights into mid-latitude winter storms on Jan. 20. The 
project, called PACJET (Pacific Landfalling Jets experiment), is a collaborative effort between 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Research and the National Weather Service, Naval Postgraduate School, Desert Research 
Institute, U.S. Weather Research Program, other government agencies and universities. The 
research flights will continue until March 3.  
 
The research has added new scientific understanding of Pacific winter storms and, at the same 
time, led to some real-time improvements in National Weather Service forecasts issued during the 
experiment. Details are available online at http://www.etl.noaa.gov/programs/pacjet/about.shtml. 
 
On Saturday, scientists will be on hand to discuss preliminary findings from the research project, 
and flight crews and technicians will assist in tours of the aircraft. The program includes scientific 
demonstrations geared especially for school age children and video taken during some of the 
flights. 
 
Cong. Sam Farr (D-Carmel), who helped arrange funding for the research project, will participate 
in the forum. 
 
The Million Air Monterey hangar is located at 100 Sky Park Drive, adjacent to the Monterey 
Airport terminal.   
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